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line thrown forward towards the enemy's position, which was on
a hill entrenched and apparently awaiting attack.

It was discovered at once that the enemy had made a serious
and Irreparable blunder in choosing this position. Kimberly
threw the right wing forward under Casey, who, after some
skirmishing, seized the stronger position on a hill which com-
manded the line of advance and completely controlled any re-
enforcement of the enemy's forces in the forts further along
toward Fort du Coude. From this position, which overlooked
the entire field of operations, the military advantages were evi-
dent at a glance. Their blunder was hailed as an indication that
there was lack of strategy among their officers. How much that
encouraged the attacking column can be judged better from the
advantage which was taken in the movement made immediately
against the upper forts along the river, where the other half of
the Korean army had been placed.

It was clear that the Koreans had made an irreparable mil-
itary mistake in not throwing this part of their army across the
line of Kimberly ?s advance, and thus forcing a fight for an
advantage which had been gained, it might almost be said, without
firing a gun. In other words, the en^my permitted his army to be
cut in twain without a serious fight, and, worse still, its right
wing to be left in the air. Kimberly was quick to move his left
up to this position, detailing three companies, supported by three
pieces of Snow's artillery, the combined force being under Lieu-
tenant Commander W. K. Wheeler, whose orders were to hold
the place at all hazards. To add strength to a position naturally
strong, Wheeler quickly threw up entrenchments, and these stood
to good purpose in the two assaults the enemy made later in the
day.

Kimberly again threw the right wing forward under Casey
to assault the citadel, whose defenders were being increased by
those who fled from the rifle-pits in front of the right wing as it
advanced, and those from the forts lying on the river under the
higher ground back, then held by our forces. Kimberly gave
the writer orders to represent him in the advance, and at the
same time informed Mm that his headquarters would be on a
prominent ridge between his divisions, where all movements
would be under his observation.utenant Commander Casey and a strong skirmishS. N. C.
